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PARENTS' BRIEFING (Foundation English)



EXAM FORMAT
Paper Component Item Marks Weighting Duration

1 Situational and 

Continuous Writing

OE 40 26.7% 1h 10 min

2 Language Use and 

Comprehension

MCQ/

OE

60 40.0% 1h 20 min

3 Listening 

Comprehension

MCQ 20 13.3% ~ 35 min

4 Oral 

Communication

OE 30 20% ~ 11 min

Total 150 100%



TABLE OF SPECIFICATIONS
Paper Component Item Type No. of 

Items

Marks Weighting

1 Situational 

Writing

Continuous 

Writing

OE

OE

1

1

10

30

26.7%

3 Listening 

Compre

MCQ 20 20 13.3%

4 Reading Aloud

Stimulus-

based 

Conversation

OE

OE

1

1

10

20

20%



TABLE OF SPECIFICATIONS
Paper Component Item 

Type

No. of 

Items

Marks Weighting

2 Booklet A:

Grammar

Punctuation

Vocabulary

Visual Text 

Comprehension

MCQ 8

2

5

5

8

2

5

5

40%



TABLE OF SPECIFICATIONS
Paper Component Item 

Type

No. of 

Items

Marks Weighting

2 Booklet B:

Form Filling

Editing (Sp & Gr)

Comprehension 

(Completion of 

Sentences)

Synthesis and 

Transformation

Comprehension 

Cloze

OE 5

12

5

3

5

5

12

5

3

5



TABLE OF SPECIFICATIONS
Paper Component Item 

Type

No. of 

Items

Marks Weighting

2 Booklet B:

Comprehension 

(Passages A and 

B)

OE 7 10



ÅStrategies used :

ïCritical Scene Development and Sentence 
Fluency for Composition Writing

ïAnnotation for intensive reading of 
Comprehension passages

ïDoing backward and forward referencing for 
Cloze Passages 

ïHighlighting key words

ïOpportunities for students to read to learn

ÅBulk loans (Target: Once a month)

ÅWhatôs Up! Newspaper 

ÅOral Enrichment Classes (Term 3)

TEACHING FOCUS



ÅParents to check that students fulfil the 
following expectations:

ïMonitor studentsô homework to ensure that the 
strategies taught in the classroom 
( referencing, annotation and critical scene 
development ) are applied in their 
assignments.

ïStudents currently note down all assignments 
in their handbook. 

PARENTSô SUPPORT



ÅProvide experiences for the use of English 
at home/with family members

ïBorrowing a variety of books from the public 
libraries for your child to READ .

ïWatching and discussing the news on TV

ïEncouraging your child to READ aloud from 
any storybook or news article to you.

ïCommunicate in EL at home (whenever 
possible)

ïFamily discussions during grocery shopping, 
while planning for holidays, etc.

PARENTSô SUPPORT



ÅEnsure that your child 

ïcompletes his/her corrections and learns from 
the mistake/s made

ïstudies for spelling/dictation 

ïrevises all the work done, especially in the 
Learning Sheets & Supplementary 
Booklets

ÅEncourage your child to READ widely across 
different genres, including model essays.

PARENTSô SUPPORT



PARENTS' BRIEFING (Foundation Mathematics)



Mathematics Framework

Workbook

Factual Fluency

Speed Practices

Topical Worksheets

Learning Sheets

Problem Sums

Package

Engaging Lessons

Mathemagic

Small Successes

Homework

° and Conquer

C-P-A  Approach

Visible Thinking Routines

SPARE Problem Solving



Term 1 

(0%)

Term 2 

(30%)

Term 3 

(20%)

Term 4 

(50%)

- SA 1 CA 2 SA 2

P5 Foundation Mathematics 

Assessment



Foundation Mathematics Exam Format

Paper Booklet Item Type No. of 

Qn

No. of 

Marks 

per Qn

Number 

of 

Marks

Duration

1 A Multiple-

choice

10 1 10 1 h

10 2 20

B Short-

answer

10 2 20

2 Short-

answer

10 2 20 1 h

Structured 6 3, 4 20

Total 46 90 2 h

Both papers will be scheduled on the same day with a break between 

the two papers.

The use of an approved calculator is allowed in Paper 2 but not Paper 1.



ÅP1 ï3 concepts

ÅNumbers to 10 Million

ÅFour Operations of Whole Numbers

ÅFactors & Multiples

ÅFractions

Topics for SA 1

*Topics tested may be reduced, depending on studentsô 

progress



ÅP1 ï3 concepts

ÅNumbers to 10 Million

ÅFour Operations of Whole Numbers

ÅFactors & Multiples

ÅFractions

ÅDecimals

ÅGeometry

Topics for CA 2

*Topics tested may be reduced, depending on studentsô 

progress



Item Types In Mathematics
Item Types Descriptors

Multiple Choice 

Questions

Å1 ï2 marks per questions

ÅFour options are provided of which only 

one is correct

Short-Answer

Questions

Å2 marks per questions

ÅWorking are to be shown

ÅMarks are awarded for correct method 

even if answer is wrong

Structured 

Questions

Å3 ï4  marks per question

ÅWorking are to be shown

ÅOnly answer mark awarded if answer is 

correct but no working are provided



Types of Marks

Mark

Types

How They are Given

Method

Mark

(M Mark)

ÅAwarded for correct method

ÅNot lost for numerical errors, algebraic slips or 

errors in units

ÅNot given for an incorrect method even if it 

arrives at a correct answer

ÅAwarded for comparable steps in alternative 

solutions

ÅAwarded for follow-through computational 

errors in previous steps when necessary

Accuracy 

or Answer 

Mark

(A Mark)

ÅAwarded for a numerically correct answer

ÅNot given for ócorrectô answers obtained from 

incorrect method



Presentation of Work

Siti had $840.  She bought a bag and had $588 left.  

How much did the bag cost?

Bag = 840 ï588

= 252

Ans: $252

$840

$588 ?
840

588

252

Write label 

to help 

organise 

train of 

thoughts

Model

Workings 

on the 

right side
No need to write 

units in number 

equation e.g.

$840  $588 = $252

Final 

answer 

with units

Write units only when it is 

standard units e.g. cm, kg, l, 

cm2. NO need to write for non-

standard units e.g. boys, 

apples



How to Help Your Child

Get your child to:

ÅShow you the whole process of solving the 

problem, not just the solutions, i.e. explain the 

steps and sequence

ÅUnderstand the problem initially and how to make 

sense of the problem

ÅLook at alternative methods and then choose the 

most appropriate method

ÅReason out his / her solutions

ÅShow all workings clearly and label the number 

equations

ÅCheck his / her answers



ÅReview what they have learnt in class ïspend at least 15 ï

30 minutes every day to revise their daily work or concepts

ÅIf your child has made a mistake in a specific question, 

allow him/her to redo it without referring to the answer 

provided by the teacher

ÅDo not over teach. Refer to http://www.moe.edu.sg/ for the 

syllabus

ÅTeach conceptual knowledge instead of procedural 

knowledge

How to Help Your Child

http://www.moe.edu.sg/


How are marks allocated? Would it be unfair to my child 

if he used a method that is not in the marking scheme?

VMarks are awarded for essential steps that will help the 

child arrive at the answer.  If the child used another 

method, marks will still be allocated if the method is 

mathematically logical.  During marking, the teachers 

will standardise the marking scheme and discuss mark 

allocation for different methods.

Frequently Asked Question



Frequently Asked Questions

How to build confidence in Mathematics?

Success builds success. Confidence in Mathematics has 

to be built overtime when children achieve small 

successes along the way. One of the ways to do so is to 

make the learning of mathematics interesting and 

meaningful by using real-life examples and hands-on 

activities. Parents also play an important role in 

encouraging your child to be resilient when solving 

challenging questions.



Frequently Asked Questions

How to improve in Paper 2?

ÅEnsure your child has a strong foundation in Mathematics 

concepts

ÅExpose your child to different question types and different 

ways of testing the same question type so as to be able to 

apply the heuristics aptly in order to solve the questions

ÅTeach your child a problem solving process to understand 

and solve the problems

ÅProvide your child with sufficient practice. Redo the 

questions that he / she was unable to do after the teacher 

has explained in class.



PARENTS' BRIEFING (Foundation Science)


